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Quiz 8
Marriage, a History: Chapter Three

The Invention of Marriage 
1. T/F The need to marry is based in human biology.

2. T/F In ancient times men has resources like tools and fire while women knew very little; ultimately women survived by trading sex for food.

3. Why don’t human females a visible estrus (heat)?

4. When was the male-breadwinner model of marriage most popular?

5. How does food sharing occur amongst chimpanzees?

6. T/F Amongst most (human) foraging societies it is the women who contribute the most towards the group’s diet.

7. T/F Early human societies were organized around dominant male hunters providing for nuclear families.

8. How did the earliest humans hunt large animals?

9. T/F The earliest human bond was the male/female pair-bond.

10.  T/F For most of human history we lives in nomadic bands.

11. T/F It’s likely that prehistoric bands lived in a sort of utopian harmony.

12. Why is it most likely that ancestral humans lived in a sharing economy?

13.  T/F In most foraging societies, the hunter keeps the largest share of the kill.

14. T/F Marrying a good hunter was the main way an ancestral woman gained access to food and protection.

15.  In what ways does marriage facilitate the formation of kinship ties between groups?

16. Why might there have been strict controls over a person’s choice of mate?

17.  How did the marriage exchange system amongst traditional Australian aborigines facilitate a community’s survival?

18. T/F The oppressive theory of marriage contends that men exchanged women as a means of forging alliances amongst each other and perpetuating their family lines.

19. T/F In societies where there is little private property to be exchanged, marriages tends to be fragile.

20. T/F When our Stone Age ancestors married into new groups it turned strangers into relatives and enemies into allies.

21. T/F Eventually marriage became a way of consolidating wealth rather than a means to creating alliances for the exchange of resources.

22. Compare and contrast endogamy and exogamy.  How might these practices be regarded in terms of consolidating wealth and property between a kin group?

23.  What did the practices of levirate and sororate involve?

24. Why were the sexual behaviors of women (e.g. adultery/premarital sex) of great concern to ancient state societies?

25.  Why did some societies impose restrictive standards of dress/beauty on women?  (e.g. long finger nails, bound feet, heavy jewelry, long veils) 

26.  What does the current acceptance of non-marital cohabitation, premarital sex, divorce, remarriage and single mothers by choice imply about our beliefs and values?

27.  T/F In hunting and gathering bands unstable marriages led to the impoverishment of women and children.

