Gender, Sex and Culture Midterm 1 Review

Midterm #1 will be on Thursday March 25, 2010.  Please bring an #882 Scantron, a #2 pencil, a pen and several sheets of blank paper.  The exam will draw from questions discussed in quizzes 1-5, assigned readings, class activities and discussions and videos.  Please be prepared to answer two of the following essay questions.

1. Compare and contrast the responses from the women’s and men’s panels.  How did the panelists differ in regards to gender role enculturation, sexual learning, and adult sexual expression?

2. What may lead a woman to become a single mother by choice?  What considerations might she make in choosing a sperm donor?

3. Why were Baker and Bellis interested in the contents of the “wet spot” following sexual intercourse?

4. Is hooking up harmful to young women?   Why might women experience casual sex differently from men?

5.  Why might the transition from the attraction to the attachment phase of romantic love be difficult? Discuss the differences in brain chemistry in each of these phases.
6. What are the primary reasons people cheat?  What are reproductive advantages and disadvantages to cheating?  
7.  What is the relationship between low sexual desire and the pushing of sexual boundaries?
8.  In what ways does our current arrangement of married and single life have no historical precedent?

9. Why were the sexual behaviors of women (e.g. adultery/premarital sex) of great concern to ancient state societies?

10. What does the current acceptance of non-marital cohabitation, premarital sex, divorce, remarriage and single mothers by choice imply about our beliefs and values?
