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Midterm #2 will be on November 12, 2009.  Please bring an #882 Scantron, a #2 pencil, a pen and several sheets of blank paper.  The exam will draw from questions discussed in quizzes 5-8, chapters 6-8, the assigned readings, class activities and discussions, my anthrolab study materials, videos and slide shows.

Essays

Be prepared to answer two of these:
1. How is African polygyny different from polyamory in America?

2. Why do some cultures prefer arranged marriages?  In what ways do they differ from those that prefer love marriages?

3. What factors are causing India’s arranged marriage system to change?   What might be the social economic consequences of the breakdown of this marriage system?

4. Why doesn’t ritual sperm ingestion (as amongst the Etoro and Sambia) lead to adult homosexuality? 

5. In what ways might American society’s engagement of romantic love be considered adolescent?

6. How has male-male sexuality been expressed in other times and in other cultures?
7. Why do (some) Americans cheat on their partners?   Why is truth-telling so difficult in sexual matters?

8. Summarize the findings in the student study, “Coming of Age Armenian, Asian and Hispanic.”

9.  What may lead a woman to become a single mother by choice?  What considerations might she make in choosing a sperm donor?

10. Should non-virginal brides use artificial hymens on their wedding nights?  (Consider the perspectives of religious leaders, parents and community, and the personal reputation of the bride.)
11.  How might an anthropologist study the distance between what people say they should do and what they actually do in regards to Catholicism’s ban on birth control and abortion?
