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Anthropology 121
        LA Valley College
Section3084

Dr. Leanna Wolfe
Spring 2011
Anthropology of Religion, Magic, and Witchcraft

Class Meets:

   February 10, 2011 – June 6, 2011
   Thursdays: 6:45 PM – 9:55 PM  Room: AHS-143
How to Reach Me:

   Home: (818) 510-0225    E-mail: LAWolfe@aol.com
   Web Site: http://www.drleannawolfe.com/magic.html
   Office: AHS 303  Office Hours: 4:30-6:00 PM Thursdays
Text: (on sale at the college bookstore and online) 

Anthropology of Magic, Religion and Witchcraft  3rd edition by Rebecca Stein and Philip Stein

ISBN: 10-0-0205-71811-6 (Paper)  10-0-205-71809-4 (Course Smart E-Edition)  2nd edition is okay

Class Description:
The course will examine anthropological approaches to the study of religious beliefs and practices, western and non-western concepts of the supernatural, religion in societies undergoing rapid change, and contemporary religious expression in American society. The class will include lecture, discussion, videos, field observations, and guest practitioners when possible.

Students Learning Outcomes:

When all is said and done we hope that as a result of taking this class that:

· You will be able to discuss religion in other cultures in a non-ethnocentric manner.
· You will be able to evaluate religious behaviors using basic anthropological concepts and theory

Exams and Grading Grade points can be earned as follows:

Midterm #1……….80 pts.   Field Observation…50 pts.    Photo Field Observation….50 pts.

Midterm #2……….90 pts.   Essay…………….... 50 pts.    Photo Inventory……….…..50 pts.

Final Exam……….70 pts.    Invent a Religion….50 pts     Participation………..……...10 pts.
Religious History Interview..50 pts. 
Option A:
Your grade will be based on three exams (two midterms and one final), three 50-point projects, and class participation.  The maximum available points is 400.  Grades will be assigned as follows:

A: 365+ pts.    B: 320 - 364 pts.  C: 260 - 319 pts.   D: 180-259 pts.

Option B:
Your grade will be based on three exams (two midterms and one final), two 50-point projects, and class participation.  The maximum available points is 350.  Grades will be assigned as follows:

A: 325+ pts.    B: 275 - 324 pts.  C: 220 - 274 pts.   D: 160-219 pts.

Option C:
Your grade will be based on three exams (two midterms and one final), one  50-point project, and class participation.  The maximum available points is 300.  Grades will be assigned as follows:

A: 290+ pts.    B: 250 - 289 pts.  C: 200 - 249 pts.   D: 140-199 pts.

 Exams: Exams are based on readings, class activities (discussions, videos, rituals). All exams have objective questions (true/false, multiple choice, matching) and the two midterms include two essay questions apiece.  Bring a #2 pencil, an 882 scantron and several sheets of paper  or an essay scantron.
Class Participation: You can earn up to 10 points for participation which is based on regular attendance (5 points) and active participation in class activities and discussions (5 points).

Timeliness: You are expected to turn in all assignments and take all exams on time.  Late exams will be docked 5 (five) pts. per class meeting day.

Plagiarism: Cheating on exams, improperly citing sources and turning in written work that you did not personally research and write are all examples of plagiarism.  They are not allowed in this class and can result in being suspended from LAVC.  Ask for help before resorting to these unsavory activities!

Cell Phones and Beepers:  Please do not activate these in the classroom!   Plan on focusing your full attention on class activities including avoiding text messaging and engaging in off-topic Internet surfing.

Extra Credit: You can receive 5 extra credit points for participating on a religious history panel, and/or doing an oral report on your field observation, photo field observation, photo inventory, invent  a religion project or essay.
Course Outline

Please read assigned readings before each class meeting.

AMRW: Anthropology of Magic, Religion & Witchcraft/
Additional Readings are in Bold—links for these are on the class website

Week

Day

Reading


           Topic

1

2/10

AMRW —ch. 1


Introductions





Video: Festival






Slide Show: Kumbha Mela
            Defining Religion





Video:  Religion and Spirituality

2

2/17

AMRW—ch. 4


Ritual

Is God An Accident?


Perspectives




The Evolution of the God Gene



The Adaptive Value of Religious Ritual




Prayer and Healing





Video: Secrets of Psychics

3

2/24

CLASS RITUAL





Why Is Religion Natural?




You Are What You Eat: The Health Food Movement





Video: Burning Man Pastiche




Slide Show: Burning Man


4

3/3

RELIGIOUS HISTORY PANELS






RELIGIOUS HISTORY INTERVIEW DUE!





AMRW—ch. 2

          
Mythology






AMRW—ch. 3


Religious Symbols

Video: The Asmat of New Guinea

Slide Show: New Guinea Sing Sing
MIDTERM #1 REVIEW

5

3/10

The Initiation of a Maasai Warrior



Video: Rites of Passage





Circumcision: Rite of Passage or Violation of Rights?
                                                            MIDTERM #1

6

3/17

AMRW—ch. 5


Altered States/Drugs






Psychedelics and Religious Experience




Alcohol in the Western World

On the Peyote Road




The Sound of Rushing Water

Slide Show: Brazil




FIELD OBSERVATION DUE! Oral Reports
Week

Day

Reading


           Topic

7

3/24

AMRW—ch. 6


Religious Specialists






Discovering the Way of the Shaman





Slide Show: Religion in India






AMRW—ch. 7


Magic and Divination






Baseball Magic






Video: Strange Beliefs
PHOTO FIELD OBSERVATION DUE!    Oral Reports

8                       3/31

HOLIDAY-Cesar Chavez Day


9

4/7

AMRW—ch. 8


Souls, Ghosts, Death






Video: The Hungry Gods





Slide Show: Bali





PHOTO INVENTORY DUE!        Oral Reports 

MIDTERM #2 REVIEW
            10                   4/14                  NO CLASS – PROFESSOR AT A CONFERENCE

11
           4/21                  NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK

12
           4/28

MIDTERM #2
13 

5/5

AMRW—ch. 9


Gods and Spirits



Secrets of Haiti’s Living Dead         Voodoo
Video: Unexplained Zombies

Slide Show: Thailand

ESSAYS DUE!


Oral Reports
14

5/12

AMRW—ch.10


Witchcraft




            Video: History of Witchcraft





Slide Show: Morocco





INVENT A RELIGION PROJECT DUE!  Oral Reports

15

5/19

AMRW—ch. 11


Religious Movements
                                                            Video: Trobriand Cricket                   Culture Change





Video: Kidnapped by UFOs






Close Encounters of the Facial Kind





LAST DAY TO TURN PROJECTS!!!  Oral Reports

16

5/26

PPT: Polyamory 101

            New Religions






Video Clips: Men Who Share Women/Women Who Share Men

The Heavens Gate Cult




Video: Heaven’s Gate


FINAL REVIEW


17

6/2

FINAL EXAM

Important Information for using the class website: 

· See “Class Links” for assigned articles.
· “Quizzes” are posted—download these and bring them to class

· See “Projects” for information on how to do Class Projects

· See “Student Work” for examples of completed projects

· “Exams” contains review information for the midterm and final exams and will be updated one week prior to each exam.  The final exam will reflect topics covered during the entire semester.
· “Links” contains leads to more information on Magic, Religion and Witchcraft.
I

