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Anthropology 102                                                 
         Los Angeles Valley College
Sections 8192/8193
Dr. Leanna Wolfe                                                                                             Fall 2010
CULTURAL and VISUAL ANTHROPOLOGY
Class Meets:
  September 9, 2010 – December 16, 2009
  Thursdays 1:00 pm – 4:10 pm
  Room: AHS 143
How to Reach Me:
  Tel: (818) 510-0225   E-mail: LAWolfe@aol.com
  Class Web Page: http://drleannawolfe.com/culturalanthro.html
  Office Hours: 4:15 – 6:15 pm Thursdays
Textbooks: (available at LAVC bookstore and online)
 Culture Counts: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology
 By Serena Nanda and Richard Warms, Wadsworth 2009, ISBN: 978-0-495-00787-6
Overview:
This course is a general introduction to cultural anthropology.  It can help you to understand what culture is, how it functions, and how it changes.  Beyond a solid introduction to basic concepts in anthropology, you'll be introduced to digital photography as a social research method and will be invited to produce a variety of visual projects.  The class includes lectures, discussions, videos, slide shows and readings.  
Student Learning Outcomes:
When all is said and done we hope that has a result of taking this class that:
· You will be able to discuss other cultures in a non-ethnocentric manner
· You will be able to evaluate cultural behaviors using basic anthropological concepts and theory
Exams and Grading:  Grade points can be earned as follows:
Midterm #1......80 pts.  Midterm #2......80 pts.  Final Exam......80 pts.   Participation......10 pts.                                             
Photography and Video Projects:  (see class website for more information)
Photo Observation….50 pts.   Photo Inventory….50 pts.   Photo Social Interview….50 pts.
Photo Social Interaction…50 pts.   Video/photography Ethnography….100 pts.                 
Written (non-visual projects):  (see class website for more information)
Life History….50 pts.       Field Observation….50 pts.
Field Ethnography….100 pts.   Your Own Research Inspired by an Ethnography…100 pts.
Comparative Analysis of Two or More Ethnographies…100 pts  
Option A
Your grade will be based on three exams, four-50 point projects and class participation.   A maximum of 450 points is possible.   Grades will be assigned as follows:
A: 400+ pts    
B: 350 - 399 pts      C: 300 - 349 pts     D: 250-299 pts
Honors  (must be enrolled in section 8193)
Complete all requirements under Option A, including four different 50-point projects plus an 100 point project (e.g. a video/photography ethnography).  Maximum possible points is 550.
A: 490+ pts    
B: 430 - 489 pts      C: 380 - 429 pts     D: 320-379 pts
Option B
Complete all requirements under Option A, but do three 50-point projects.  The maximum possible points is 400.   Grades will be assigned as follows:
A: 360+ pts    
B: 310 - 359 pts      C: 260 - 309 pts     D: 210-259 pts
Option C
Complete all requirements under Option A, but do two 50-point projects.  The maximum points is 350.  Grades will be assigned as follows:
A: 320+ pts    
B: 280 – 319 pts      C: 230 - 279 pts     D: 180-229 pts
Option D
Complete all requirements under Option A, but do one 50-point project.  The maximum points is 300.  Grades will be assigned as follows:
A: 280+ pts    
B: 250 – 279 pts      C: 200 - 249 pts     D: 160-199 pts
Substitutions:  For options A, B and C you may do one 100-point project in place of two 50-point projects.  
Exams: Exams are based on readings, class activities, (discussions, videos, presentations).  All exams have objective questions (true/false, multiple choice, matching) and the two midterms include essay questions.  Bring an #882 scantron for all exams and several sheets of paper for the midterm exams.
Plagiarism: Cheating on exams, improperly citing sources (e.g. copying Internet websites), turning in photographs that you did not personally take, and turning in written work that you did not personally research and write are all examples of plagiarism.  They are not allowed in this class and can result in being suspended from LAVC.  
 Timeliness: You are expected to take all exams on time.  Late exams will usually be docked 20 points per class meeting day.
Cell Phones and Beepers:  Please do not activate these in the classroom.   
Laptops/smart phones: You are welcome to bring your laptop/smart phone to class and use it to take notes on each week’s downloaded quiz/discussion.  Please refrain from checking Facebook, email, etc. during class.  (You are welcome to surf the web on lecture related topics.)
Extra Credit:  You can earn up to 5 extra credit points for doing an oral report on a photography project or a written field project.  You can also earn up to 10 extra credit points if you do a kinship chart of your family.
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to officially drop the class.  If you decide to drop the class you must do so formally by contacting the Admissions Office (in person, telephone, or Internet.)  If you simply stop attending class without formally dropping, you may receive an “F.”  
Course Outline:
Please complete readings before the class they are assigned.  
Readings in Culture Counts are designated by “ch.” 
Week 

Day

Reading

Topic
    
1

9/9

ch. 1 & 2

What is Anthropology? Culture Counts


            PPT: Photography Projects

video clip: Festival!!

Slide Show: Bali





video clip: The Goddess and the Computer




Video Lesson: Essence of Anthropology
 2                      9/16

ch. 3


Doing Cultural Anthropology


slide show: Papua New Guinea
video clip: Grand Valley Dani: Dead Birds
ch. 4                            Communication
Video Lesson: Communication & Culture
video clips: Chimp Talk and Learning Sign Language
Week 

Day

Reading

Topic
3

9/23

ch. 5                            Making A Living
video clip: Dani Sweet Potatoes
Video Lesson: Subsistence Systems
                                                Slide show: Spain Today





PHOTO OBSERVATIONS DUE!  (oral presentations)
4

9/30
            ch. 6

             Economics




slide show: Changes in Yucatan, Mexico




slide show: Costa Rica Today
                                                Video Lesson: Economic Systems
FIELD OBSERVATIONS DUE!  (oral presentations)






MIDTERM #1 REVIEW
5

10/7

MIDTERM #1
6

10/14

ch. 7                              Marriage, Family and Kinship
Video Lesson: Marriage and Family

                                                PPT: Sex and Culture Project 
PPT: “Users of Donated Gametes”
         



Optional Kinship Charts Explained





PHOTO INVENTORIES DUE!  (oral presentations)                                             

7

10/21               ch. 8                              Sex and Gender  




Slide Show: Morocco’s Gender Divide    




            Video: Sex, Gender and Desire (pt 1)





“Arranging a Marriage in India”



slide show: India


Video Lesson: Sex and Marriage



 

LIFE HISTORIES DUE!  (oral presentations)
8                     10/28
            “Adding a Co-Wife”             Polyamory/Polygamy 
       “Polyamory the Next Sexual Revolution” 
      “America’s Fidelity Crisis”              


 “On Kittens and the Very Invented Culture of Polyamory”




video clip: Intimate Truths of the Canela




PPT: Adding A Co-Wife




Video: Beyond Monogamy




PHOTO INTERVIEWS DUE!  (oral presentations)
Optional Kinship Charts Due
Week 

Day

Reading

Topic
9

11/4

ch. 9


Political Organization




video clip: The Cows of Dolo Ken Paye
                                                Video Lesson: Politics, Power and Violence
                                                ch.  10
             Social Control and Social Conflict
Slide Show: Peru and Ecuador





PHOTO INTERACTIONS DUE!  (oral presentations)




MIDTERM #2 REVIEW
10                    11/11               HOLIDAY—Veterans Day – No Class
11

11/18

MIDTERM #2
12

11/25

NO CLASS—Thanksgiving
13                
12/2

ch. 12


Religion
                                                Video Lesson: Religion and Spirituality




video: Burning Man Pastiche




Slide Show: Burning Man
                                                Burning Woman (blog)




WRITTEN TERM PROJECTS DUE!  (oral reports) 
14

12/9             
ch. 13 


Power, Conquest and a World System




video clip: Trobriand Cricket




Slide show: Galapagos Islands: an Imaginary Eden
                  Video Lesson: Processes of Change




Ch. 14


Globalization and Change




Video Lesson: Global Challenges of Anthropology
                                                PHOTO/VIDEO ETHNOGRAPHIES DUE!

(class presentations)                                                                                          




FINAL REVIEW
15

12/16

FINAL EXAM
See class website for:
· Links to assigned articles and power point shows 
· Quizzes (new ones will be posted every week)
· Information on how to do Photography Projects
· Information on how to do Written Projects
· Sample Student Work 
· Exam Reviews (they will be one updated one week prior to each exam)
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